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Las Posadas: Reenacting the Spirit of Christmas 
 

The name "Las Posadas" means "The Inn or Shelter."  It is a celebration and a traditional Latin 
American observance that reenacts the search that Mary and Josephs experienced trying to find 
shelter as they traveled from Nazareth to Bethlehem before Christ was born.  
 

The celebration of Las Posadas is observed for nine 
days in December. Generally it is held from December 
16th to 24th annually. Although it originated in Mexico, 
it is now popular in many Latin American countries 
and in the United States, especially in Hispanic 
neighborhoods. (Illustration on left created by the world 
famous Mexican muralist and painter Diego Rivera). 
 

These community celebrations take place on each of 
the nine nights leading up to Christmas, from December 16 to 24th. The event usually will begin 
with a procession in which the participants hold candles and sing Christmas carols. It is common 
for people to play the parts of Joseph and Mary, leading the group in a procession. They sing 
Christmas carols and enjoy the spirit of the evening as they end up visiting and finishing the 
evening at a different house each of the nine nights of the celebration. 
 

While Las Posadas celebrations are usually 
different by area, they all share the common 
theme of reenacting the search for a place to stay  
for the birth of Jesus. In some Latin American 
countries, entire villages celebrate this. In the U.S.  
the celebration is more often than not 
neighborhood based. Churches, community 
groups and people with the spirit celebrate this e  
vent. (Photo on right shows a group of people enjoying  
the Posada event).  
 

Over the years the Posada has become a wonderful way of engendering the spirit of Christmas, 
community, and family life. Parents, children, friends and family are all invited to participate. 
 

There is a good book for children that explains the Posada in easy to understand English. The title 
is The Night of Las Posadas by Tomie de Paola. It is a book with illustrations and simple text and 
as a 4.6 star rating on Amazon. 
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